Otey Notes
From the Rector‐‐Our Parish’s Change of Name
On the last Sunday in January we commemorated our patron, first Bish‐
op of Tennessee James Hervey Otey. Local historian and Otey specialist Howard
Lo gave an informa ve talk at Forum about Bp. Otey’s life. During the ques on
‐and‐answer period, the ques on arose why our parish changed its name from
St. Paul’s‐on‐the‐Mountain, under which we first organized in 1870. Waring
McCrady said that Charles T. Quintard, bishop at the me our present church
was built (1890‐91), wanted it changed.
I was curious for more informa on, and Howard was kind enough to di‐
rect me to the online journals of the Annual Conven on of the Diocese of Ten‐
nessee. Just having completed the 2019 Diocesan Conven on in Clarksville, I
no ced both similari es and diﬀerences between prac ce in the 1800s and now.
Both include a Bishop’s Address, but assuming that Bp. Quintard read the en re
text entered into the journal, it was a very detailed account of his acts of ministry
from the previous year, on an almost daily basis! Bp. Bauerschmidt’s addresses
are a frac on as long.
Bp. Quintard’s 1871 address included this note for November 18, 1870:
“At night a ended a mee ng for the organiza on of a parish for the village of
Sewanee. The new parish was named ‘St. Paul’s on the Mountain.’” In addi on
to organizing, parishes must be accepted by diocesan conven on, and the jour‐
nal from the 1871 mee ng at St. Paul’s, Cha anooga, (May 24‐26) noted: “Your
commi ee [on new parishes] would respec ully report, that the applica on of
the parish of ‘St. Paul’s on the Mountain,’ Sewanee, is in due and regular form.”
Our conven on delegates that year were John D. Phelan, George R. Fairbanks,
and T.F. Sevier.
By 1890, things were changing at St. Paul’s‐on‐the‐Mountain. Bp. Quin‐
tard stated in his address, “A new Church is in the course of erec on by the Par‐
ish of S. Paul’s‐on‐the‐Mountain, Sewanee, and the exis ng structure is to be
appropriated to the colored people.” His first recorded men on of a change of
name came later that year:
July 18th [1890]‐‐Thursday. I laid the corner‐stone of a new Church
for the congrega on of S. Paul’s‐on‐the‐Mountain. I think the name
of S. Paul’s‐on‐the‐Mountain should a ach to the old church, and
that this Church should be made a memorial of the first Bishop of
Tennessee, and the first Chancellor of the University of the South,
the Venerable and Venerated James Hervey Otey, LL.D.
When this building shall have been completed, S. Mark’s colored
congrega on shall occupy the present S. Paul’s‐on‐the‐Mountain.
I should be very glad if my Reverend Brethren of the Clergy
would unite in making the Altar window a special memorial of the
Bishop.
On the occasion of the laying of the corner‐stone, the Rt. Rev.
the Bishop of Texas, Chancellor of the University of the South, and
the Rev. the Vice‐Chancellor, Dr. Hodgson, took part in the services.
Addresses were made by Professors Gailor and Shoup.
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Feb. 1
Feb 10

Feb. 17
Feb. 24
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, 9:45
Godly Play for ages 3‐11
Adult Forum—9:45
Rector’s Forum
“The Role for Christians in the
Environmental Crisis” Andy Thompson
“The Con nuing Appeal of C. S.
Lewis” ‐ Robert McSwain
“Slavery, Race, and Reconciliation” ‐
Woody Register
M
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Feb. 20

Otey Notes submissions due, 3:00 pm

Feb. 21

Vestry Meeting, 5:30 pm
Hethcock Room
S

Feb. 10

Sewanee Hearts and Grocery Carts
Fundraiser for Community Action
Committee—noon in St. Mark’s Hall
O

Feb. 18

E

C

Presidents’ Day

Inclement Weather Policy
It is Otey Parish’s
policy to follow the
Franklin County
School systems’ closures and delays for
inclement weather. If
Franklin County schools are closed,
Otey Parish will be closed. The Community Action Committee will also
be going by this policy. The Sewanee Children’s Center will decide
and announce its own cancellations.
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From the Rector—Our Parish’s Change of Name (cont.)
At the next year’s conven on Bp. Quintard’s desire
came to frui on:
Sewanee, Tenn., June 16, 1891
Rt. Rev. C.T. Quintard, D.D., Bp. of Tennessee
Rt. Rev. and Dear Sir:‐‐at the regular Vestry
mee ng of “S. Paul’s‐on‐the‐Mountain,” it
was
Resolved, That the Diocesan Conven on,
which meets in Clarksville on the 17th day of
June, 1891, be pe oned to change the
name of the Parish from “S. Paul’s‐on‐the‐
Mountain,” to “The Otey Memorial.”
Very respec ully,
B.L. Wiggins,
Secretary of the Vestry
On mo on, it was
Resolved, That the pe on be granted and
that the name of the Parish of S. Paul’s‐on‐
the‐Mountain be and is hereby changed to
“The Otey Memorial Church.”
The Conven on took recess un l 3:00
p.m.
Later at Conven on, Bp. Quintard included in his address:
The Otey Memorial Church
I have caused to be erected at Sewanee a
substan al stone Church in memory of the
Right Reverend James Hervey Otey, D.D.,
LL.D. I desire it to be known as the Otey Me‐
morial Church. It will be the Parish Church of
Sewanee. I have caused this to be built as a
fi ng memorial to the first Bishop of Tennes‐
see, and the first Chancellor of the University
of the South. [There followed a biography of
Otey several paragraphs long.]
To such a Bishop it is meet and right that the
Diocese should rear a Memorial; nay, every
Priest and Layman should feel it a privilege to
contribute to the perpet‐
ua on of the memory of
so grand a character.
The Church is occupied
by the congrega on of S.
Paul’s‐on‐the‐Mountain,
and the Rev. Dr. Benton
is the Rector. The Rector
and Vestry of Calvary
Church, Memphis, will
put in the central Chan‐
cel window, a figure of
the Good Shepherd, [the
same window we have
now] but there remains

the sum of $400.00 to pay for furnishing,
and this I ask the members of this Con‐
ven on to contribute in order that the
Church may be consecrated at the next
Commencement of the University of the
South.
Since at that me in order to be consecrated, a
church building could have no remaining debt, it is clear
that the $400 (over $11,000 in today’s dollars) was con‐
tributed over the next few weeks. Bp. Quintard report‐
ed:
August 9th [1891] (11th Sunday a er Trini‐
ty) At 10 o’clock I consecrated the Otey
Memorial Church. The Vestry met the
procession of Bishops and Clergy at the
door of the Church, where the request to
consecrate was made by Gen. E. Kirby‐
Smith. There were present the bishops
of Texas, Kentucky, East Carolina, and
Florida. The sentence of consecra on
was read by Bishop Weed. I celebrated
the Blessed Eucharist, Bishop Dudley be‐
ing Gospeller, and Bishop Watson Episto‐
ler. A most admirable memorial sermon
was preached by the Rev. Wm. C. Gray,
D.D., who was one of the last Presbyters
ordained by Bishop Otey, and whose
clerical life, da ng from 1859, has been
passed in the Diocese of Tennessee. I
thank God out of a full heart that I have
been enabled to build this monument to
the beloved and revered memory of
Bishop Otey.
This informa on brings to mind s ll more ques ons.
Was the name change originally Bp. Quintard’s idea?
What did parishioners think about the change? What
was the condi on of the St. Paul’s‐on‐the‐Mountain
building, and what did the African American congrega‐
on think about having that as its own building versus
the earlier prac ce of worshipping at a diﬀerent me in
the same building as the white congrega on? Did things
change between 1890, when Bp. Quintard said the parish
was building the church and 1891 when he said he
caused it to be built? What propor on of the funding for
the project did he raise?
Perhaps as an expression of how long change can
take in Sewanee, the oﬃcial campus map I received
when coming to seminary in 1991 labeled us “St. Paul’s‐
on‐the‐Mountain (Otey Memorial Church).”
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The Diocesan Conven on

Vestry Highlights
At its regular mee ng of January 17:
‐‐Elected the following persons to 1‐year terms:
Tim Graham, Senior Warden
Claudia Porter, Junior Warden
Kathy Solomon, Treasurer
Julie Elrod, Clerk
‐‐Accepted a proposal from Sumpter Solu ons for exten‐
sive repairs needed to the bell tower. Work is to begin
a er Easter.
‐‐Aﬃrmed the permanent con nua on of the Sunday
schedule tried since September: Holy Eucharist at 8:30 and
11: 00, Chris an Forma on 9:45.

Sunday Morning Schedule
Late last summer the Chris an Forma on Commi ee
proposed changing the Sunday schedule to allow more
me between services for classes. Star ng in September,
on a trial basis we moved the early service to 8:30 and
Chris an Forma on to 9:45. The schedule was very well‐
received by our teachers, and did not result in lower
a endance at 8:30. Thus, with the Vestry in agreement
with the Rector, the new schedule is now permanent.

February 14

Daughters of the King
To the Women of Otey Parish:
The Daughters of the King of the Episcopal
church has an ac ve chapter at St. James, Midway. Mary's
Heart Martha's Hands chapter extends to you an invita‐
on to join us at a mee ng and be introduced to what we
are all about. We are in Communion with the Methodist,
Lutheran and Catholic churches which means our mem‐
bership is open to these women as well.
Membership is open to
women eighteen years and older.
Our mee ngs are on the second
Tuesday of each month at 5:30 pm
at St James church Midway. The
contact number is 598‐5869.
Pixie Dozier

The Episcopal Diocese of Tennessee held its 187th
Annual Conven on January 25‐26 at Trinity Church,
Clarksville. Otey was represented by lay delegates Dor‐
othy Gates (who served on the Budget Commi ee),
Phebe Hethcock, and Susan Holmes, and Deacon Be y
Carpenter and Rector Rob Lamborn (who gave the St.
Andrew's‐Sewanee report). In addi on to the regular
round of elec ons and adop on of the annual budget,
Conven on adopted resolu ons:
‐‐Encouraging the observance of the feast day of
Constance and Her Companions, the Martyrs of Mem‐
phis (Sisters of the Community of St. Mary who died
ministering to people during the Yellow Fever epidemic)
‐‐Suppor ng the 20/20 Capital Campaign of the
DuBose Conference Center
‐‐Aﬃrming iden ty as members of the Beloved
Community, which works for racial reconcilia on
‐‐Modifying the diocesan cons tu on lowering the
age requirement for confirmed members to serve on
vestries from 18 to 16 (second reading)
Next year's conven on will take place January 24‐25
at St. Bartholomew's, Nashville. If you might be inter‐
ested in serving as a delegate, please make yourself
known to Rob Lamborn. Any of this year's delegates
would be happy to tell you about the experience.
Things will be hopping during the
month of February at CAC. Our first
Community Meal was on Friday Feb‐
ruary 1. This me University Choir
sponsored this event and we are
grateful for this collabora on. Our
next Community Meal will be March
1 at noon in St. Mark’s. Make plans to come for good
food and good conversa on.
Mark your calendar for the annual "SEWANEE
HEARTS AND GROCERY CARTS." This always amazing
event is sponsored by Kappa Omega sorority as a fund‐
raiser for CAC. February 10 is the date and St. Mark's
Hall is the place. Ac vi es begin following the 11:00
service. We have begun a partnership with the Universi‐
ty Farm in an eﬀort to provide fresh produce to those
who need assistance. Students in a class taught by Deb
McGrath are working with students assigned to the uni‐
versity farm to provide seed packets and infor‐
ma on for CAC clients. As the crops grow, distribu on
will take place at the community meals.
Many hands are working together to make things
be er for those in need and that is exactly what makes
it all work. Calling all who love to sing can jump in on
Thursday mornings with the All Voices Choir. This group
of mentally challenged adults will inspire you and give a
chance to share in their infec ous joy. Come and be a
part of this ministry as we con nue to seek ways to help
others.
Be y Carpenter, Director
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Epiphany

Youth Notes
On Epiphany,
the youth Sun‐
day school class
baked a king
cake, donned
some
magi
robes, and fol‐
lowed a star

Jeannie Babb,
Chris an Forma on Director
Ac ng Director, Fire on the
Mountain

Youth Sunday School—Who has a be er club house than
the youth of Otey Parish? Join us Sunday mornings for
breakfast, friendship, learning, and service. 9:45a.m. in the
kitchen of Brooks Hall. If you’re a torchbearer or crucifer,
we’ll be sure to send you back to the church on me.
Fire on the Mountain—sponsors opportuni es for service
and fun. We welcome young people (6th-12th grades)
of all backgrounds, religions, and identities. Upcoming
activities:
th
 Sunday, Feb 17 , 4‐6pm in Brooks Hall – Planning for
drama team project, plus pizza and breads cks
rd
 Sunday, March 3 , 4‐6pm in Brooks Hall – Drama
team rehearsal
st
 Sunday, March 31 , 4‐6pm in Brooks Hall – Regular
mee ng
Youth Mission Trip—Save the date! We are going to the
gulf! All youth are invited to Camp Suarez, July 8‐12, 2019.
Rachel and Mickey Suarez have graciously invited us to
share their home on the water for this week. Students will
earn service hours volunteering at a children’s camp. Daily
ac vi es will include boa ng, tubing, water skiing, swim‐
ming and kayaking. Contact Jeannie Babb oteyfor‐
ma on@gmail.com with any ques ons. Space is limited.
Please sign up now to reserve your spot and be part of the
planning team! h p://evite.me/RVWXw8TC8B
Jeannie Babb, Ac ng Director

Epiphany Luncheon Pictures

Tuesday Morning Godly Play and Parents’
Morning Out
Our Tuesday morning co‐
op for preschoolers s ll has
openings. This class includes sto‐
ry me, free play, outdoor me
on the playground, and indoor
me running, playing ball, and
singing songs. The programs is
designed for children 18 months
to 4 years. Parents volunteer on
a rota onal basis, and there is no
cost for children to a end.
For more informa on, contact Jeannie Babb:
oteyforma on@gmail.com.
To register:
h ps://tuesdaygodlyplay.eventbrite.com

More pictures page 6
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The Shepherd’s Psalm
Next to the Lord's Prayer probably no biblical text is
more familiar than Psalm 23. The most well known trans‐
la on of the Psalm comes out of the Reforma on period
and is from the King James Bible (1611). Psalm 23 was
used in worship of the ancient Hebrews. The writer de‐
scribes God as his shepherd, as protector and provider.
The psalm is recited by Jews and Chris ans. It's universal
theme is trust in God. Jews recite Psalm 23 over a dead
body. It is recited by the person who is watching over the
body of the deceased before burial.
In the Chris an tradi on the image of God as a shep‐
herd makes connec ons not only with David, but with Je‐
sus. It appears in the Gospel of John. The part that reads
“the valley of the shadow of death” gives an allusion to
the eternal life given by Jesus. Orthodox Chris ans include
the psalm in the prepara on of the Eucharist.
The earliest metrical version of the psalm in English
was made in 1565 by Thomas Sternhold. The Sternhold
version was printed in the Sco sh Psalter. (1650). Other
metrical versions emerged form the Protestant Refor‐
ma on in the Bay Psalm Book (1640). Sternhold's version
remains in many protestant hymnals. Other notable ver‐
sions of the psalm were done by George Herbert, Philip
Sidney, and Isaac Wa s. We use the metrical version of
the psalm tradi onally sung to the hymn tune Crimond.
By Jessie Seymour Irvine. It starts” The Lord's My Shep‐
herd” and probably is best known by English congrega‐
ons. Other melodies, such as Brother James' Air are also
used. Other tunes some mes used are Belmont, Evan,
Martyrdom, Orlington, Wiltshire, and ResignaƟon.
In the twen eth century Psalm 23 became commonly
associated with funeral liturgies in the English ‐speaking
world. The Book of Common Prayer in England has only
Psalms39 and 90 in its order for the burial of the dead. In
the Episcopal Church in the United States, Psalm 23 was
not used for funerals un l the 1928 revision of the prayer
book.
Psalm 23 portrays God as a good shepherd feeding (V
1) and leading (v 3) his flock. Verse 4 talks of the rod and
staﬀ used by shepherds. God as caretaker, leads sheep to
green pasture (v 2) and s ll waters (v2) since sheep are
known for their helplessness without their shepherd.
“ Thou preparest a table before me” (v5) according to
J. Douglas MacMillan, refers to the oriental shepherding
prac ce of using li le raised tables to feed sheep. The
“Thou Anointed my head with oil” refers to the prac ce
of pouring oil on wounds, which also repels flies. He also
thinks v 6 refers to Goodness and Mercy as sheepdogs
who follow behind the flock.
John Ellingwood feels that in verses 4 and 5 King David
acknowledges God's protec on in expedi ons and ba les.
The table the night before a ba le would be loud and rau‐
cous to make the enemy think they were feas ng. In
truth, only the King would eat. The next day if they were
victorious, then they would celebrate the victory. There
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Otey Memorial Parish
The Rt. Rev. John Bauerschmidt
Bishop of the Diocese of Tennessee
The Rev. Robert C. Lamborn, D. Min.
Rector
oteyparishrector@gmail.com
The Rev. Elizabeth Carpenter, Deacon
CAC Director
(931) 598‐5927
cacoteyparish@gmail.com
John Simpson, Seminarian
simpsjc0@sewanee.edu
Frieda Hawkins Gipson
Parish Administrator, Newsle er Editor,
Webmaster, Calendar Coordinator
oteyparish@gmail.com
Church Oﬃce Hours
Monday – Friday 9:00 am – 12:00 pm, 1:00 pm – 4:30
pm
Telephone and Fax
(931) 598‐5926, (931) 598‐9537 (F)
Website
www.oteyparish.org
Diane Fielding, Financial Adm. Assistant
oteyfinance@gmail.com , (931) 598‐5926
Diane’s oﬃce hours—Wednesdays 1:30p—2:30p
and by appt.
Jeannie Babb, Chris an Forma on Director, Ac ng
Director Fire on the Mountain
oteyforma on@gmail.com,
(931)598‐5926
Kathy Sturgis, Organist musicotey@gmail.com
(931)598‐5997
Brandy Garner—Custodian
VESTRY
David Burne , ‘20
Timothy Graham‘19, Senior Warden
Susan Holmes, ‘21
Lisa Howick, ‘20
Karen Meridith, ‘21
Sue Moseley, ‘21
Claudia Porter, ‘19, Junior Warden
Gary Sturgis, ‘19
Lee Stapleton, ‘20
Kathy Solomon, Treasurer
Julie Elrod, Clerk
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Pamela Byerly, Henry Capel, Matthew Collins, Joyce Crouse, Jackie Faircloth, Peter Hutton, Patrick Irwin, Sandy King, Amy Lamborn, David
Langley, Erika Lewis, Jacob Lollis, Brenda Matthews, Flaget Nally, Cynthia Putnam, Meta Shackelford, Jane

Don’t Forget!

The Shepherd’s Psalm (cont. from page 5)
was no need to be sober then. So, “My cup runneth over....”.
Verse one gives authorship of the Psalm to King David, who was a shepherd
as a youth. However, some scholars do not believe David could have wri en any
of the Psalms. No ma er who wrote the Psalms they have come down through
history inspiring and giving hope to myriads of people. Whether you chant, re‐
cite or sing a hymn tune on the psalm, their power con nues. I wonder how
many of you memorized this Psalm as a child. My grandmother required we
memorize psalms and recite before meals. So I have recited Psalm 23 more
mes than I can remember. Those of you with children, teach your children
Psalm 23rd. It gives comfort at any age done musically or with recita on. Hope
2019 has been a full of blessings for you and your family so far.
Kathleen Sturgis, Music Director
More Epiphany Luncheon Pictures

Ellio Duncan
Jay Fisher
Gus Croom
Mac Croom
Timothy Graham
Beth Wiley
Laurie Fisher
Trudy Cunningham
Brenda Ma hews
Miree Wood
Margaux Fielding
John Ga a
Jane Holmes
Jeannie Babb
Jimmy Blythe

2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2

3
6
9
9
9
12
12
13
13
14
15
15
16
16
17

The deadline for
submissions for the
March 2019 issue of
Otey Notes is:
3pm Wednesday,
February 20.
Email submissions to:
oteyparish@gmail.com

Otey’s Oﬃce and the Community Ac on Commi ee will be
closed on February 18 for Presidents’ Day.

John Fisher
George Dick
Tim Nelson
Amy Neubauer
Maddie Van de Ven
Brad Bates
Je Fisher
David Kearley
Thomas Macfie
J.T. Jenkins
Liz Camp
Marshall Simpson
Hampton Mauzy
Bob Lamborn
Bonnie McCardell

2
2
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2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
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